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Diocese ofAlaska Southeast Deanery

Minutes ofAnnual Convocation April23, 2009

First business meeting convened by Dean Huter Davis at 9:45 PM
Delegates Pres€nt:

Lana Palmer (St. John's)
Mike McDonough (Holy Trhity)
Norm Herron (St, John's)
Fr. Wilsol Valentine (Holy Tridty)
Barbara Learmonth (St. Brendan's)
Befty NoIa (St. Philip's)
B dgett Kautrman (St. Peter's)
Gary Paxton (St. Peter's)
Glenda Rice (St. Pete/s)
Heidi Lee (St. Andrews)

Clergy Present:
Mtr. Paula Sampson (St. Philip's)
Fr. Bob Stevens (St. Brendans)
Fr. Dave Elsensohn (St. Pete/s)
Fr. Ron Korrc (Sr. John's)
Fr. Wilson Valentine (Holy Trinity)
Mtr. Dawn Henon (St. An&ews)
Dcn. Georgia Giacobb€ (St. Michael snd All Angels)

Deanery officials
Carol Knuth recorder
Hunter Davis dean
Fr. Cordon Blue degn elect
Fr. Mark Boesser, Archdeacon

A quorum declared by Carcl Knuth..

Bishop Rustin Kimsey introduced hinselfas assisting bishop, or interim bishop, and
described deaneries he has yisited since he came on staff in February. He spoke to the
import ofstrong deaDeries that rnake this enormous and unwieldy diocese viable and
workable.

Dean Hunter Davis spoke to the geat import ofcoalescenoe, tlue collaboration, and
communication thoughout the deanery and the great missions that could be undertaken
by the parishes in cooperatio& not to mention the help parishes could be to each other.

Then folks went home to bed.

Respectfiilly submitted,

Carole Knuth Recorder
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Diocese of Alaska Southeast Deanery
Minutes ofAnnual Convocation Ap l 24, 2009

Business meeting called to order by Dean Hunter Davis at 0955. Pres€nt:
Delesates:

Betty Nore, St.Philip's
Nancy Jo Bleier, (St. Pete!'s)

. Bridget Kauftnan (St. Peler's)
t" ',11. 

"I h - Barbara Leamonte (St, Brendan's)
Clenda Rice (St. Peter's)
Lana PahDer (St. John's)
Heidi Lee (St. Andrews)
Gary Paxton (St. Peter's)
Mike Mc Donough (Holy Trinity)
Norm Heron (St. John's)
Fr. Wilson Valentine (Holy Trinity)
Mim Mccorurell (St. Petels)

Cler4v
Fr. David Elsensohn (S1. Peter's)
Mtr. Paula Sampson (St. Philip's)
Dcn Ceorgia Ciacobb€ (St. Michaels dnd AII Angels)
Fr. wilson valentine (Holy Trinity)
Fr. Ron Kolrc (St. John's)
Fr. Bob Stevens (St. Brendan's)
Mtr. Dawn Herron (St. Andrew's)

Deanery Officials
Jane Bolima Treasurer
Fr. Gordon Blue assistant dean
Ilunter Davis Dean
Fr. Mark Boesser Archdeacon

Diocese staff
Shtley Lee FAI
Bishop Rustin Kirnsey
Suzanne kull
Fr, David Blanchette

Guests
Mildred Boesser

Reports
M/S Fr. Dave ElsensohnMtr. Da\rn Herron to accept mitrutes of2007 Convocatjon and
Executive Committee and Youth Carnp committee and request oral reports ftom
trcasuer and native convocation committoe. Passed.
Agetrdr: add appoint budget committee and nominations committee N/S Fr. Gordon
Blue,Mts. Dawn Henon Jane Bolima, Gary Paxtoq Lana Palmer, Glenda Rice, Dcn
Georgia Giacobbe. I\,tS Fr. David./Mtr. Da\4! move and cast unanimous consent
Passed. Add Episcopal Churches ofSE Alaska brochures use and distribution old
business on lvflS Mtr. Darn/Heidi Lee which passed.



Treasurer: Jane Bolima distributed her repofi. I\4/S Mtr. Da$lr,trr, Bob Stevens accept
treasurer's report and give gratitude for all hei work. Passed.
Nstive CoDvocrtio[ report given by Mtr, Paula Sampson in absence ofMarge Byrd. A
Iarge display about the convocation planned for September I l-13,2009 in Wrangell set
up with brochures and heading "Our strength is in our families". Resolution submitted by
Dcn. Georgia:
WHEREAS the 2008 Southeast Dea.nery Convocation established a Native Convocation
to b€ held in 2009 and supported it with funding, and
WHEREAS the 2009 Native Convocation co[unittee has Dlanned and established rhe
Convocation at Wrangell September I l-13, 2009.
NOW TTIEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Southeast Deanery and its member
congregalions will actively promote the convocation in their communities and provide
support for a meaningful and successful gathering. Passed.
Standing Commitlee Mh. Dawn described difficulries and delays plaguing the
corunittee. Communication problenutic at best. Diocesan staff have been helpfirl.
Bishop Search Committee that had only one candidate closed the search. Then a
Discernment Committee, chaired by Dan Hall ofJuneau, with two members from each
De.mery, took the responsibility to bring thtree names to the Standing Committee.
Southeast Deanery members Deatrea Marceil oftlaines and Dan Hall. Sincc there rs
already one name on hand, a total of four names will go to tbe Standing Commiflee. A
lransition committee helped Bishop Mark's leaving ard stahds ready to help a new bishop
get slarted

Lunch Recess
Dan Hall, JuDeau, discernment committee chairjoined meeting. as did Marge Bpd,
delegate fiom St. Philip's
Alaska Interfrith Power and Light Mtr Paula invited all to join and distributed
brochure (attached hereto).
Fr. David Salmon School ofTheology needs questionnaire ci.culated for Diocesan stalL
DiscernmeDt Committee Bishop Scrrch Dan Hall reporl distributed. Betsy Greenman
consulting, Timeline on website (http://www.alaskabishopsearch.org) and not possible lo
complete search by October 2009. Bishop Kimsey said to beware stereotyping bishop's
role and he advises that the process be transparent and open. Gary Paxton opined that the
bishop should be notably rolerant. A nomination form is published on the website.

Bishop Kimsey spoke about deanery that has a lot going for it and word should bc
spread. ls there interactivity, communicatior! between deaneries? Probably weak
communieetiorL now dependent on Diocesan staff Strong interaative deaneries are
important for bishop recruitnent. lnteractive deaneries could make the bishop's role
possible. Communication between deaneries and discemment committee vital. Sharing
witbiD this deanery and between deaneries ofsuch as Jericho Road project would
strengtheo the missions ofall parishes,

Dan Hall gave his addresses: 16245 Point Lena Loop Road, Juneau 99801,
907 /'t89-0893 (h), 7 02/37 4-'1 4'1 5 (ceu), €mail HallD@GCI.net.

Respectfu lly submitted,

Judy Johnstorc, Substitute Recorder



Diocese of Alaska Southeast DeaDery
Minutes ofAnnual Convocation April 25, 2009

By-hws Fr. Gordon said no need for revision has been given. concem about quorum
me€ting and review ofcurrent byJaw revealed: a quorum is one-ltalf of regktered
delegates and t\ao-thtds ofthe parishes must be represented.. Fr. David appealed to
parishes to send/orr deleg4tes to Convoealion.

Drt€ of Ne Cotrvocation Fr. Gordoo appointed a committee to set rneeting dat€ and
sit as nominati.g committee (including St. Simeon ond Anna society and Standing
Committee nominations):
Fr. Dave Elsensohn
Fr. Ron Kotrc
Nancy Jo Bleier
meet with Mtr. Dawn from Standing Committee.
Deonery Brochures Brochures are here and were shared among parishes.
Coovoc{tiotr site 2010 St, John's.
Erccutive Commiftee
St. John's: Fr. Roq Jane Bolinra
St. Phil l ips: Marge Bpd. Mtr. Paula
St, Peler's: Bridget Kauffmaq Fr. Davia
St. Andrew's: Mtr. DawrL Heidi Lee
St. Michael's and all Angels: Mtr.. Jan Hotze,, Deatrea Marceil
St. Brcndan's: Fr. Bob. Cene Smith
Executive meets on the second Sunday at 4 pm.
Clergy Retrcrt Committee
Fr. David. Fr. Bob. Mtr. Dawn
CampiIlg Committee
Fr. George Silides
Dan Hall
Lana Palmer
Budget
IWS Glenda Rice,4r4k. Dawn allocate.Tolo of total revenue to MDG. i.e. $200. Passed.
St. Philip's and St. Aldrew's request an invoice from treasurer for Deanery assessment
($l I per active communicant in good standing as per parochial repon).
lr.4/S Fr, Bob Stevens/Mtr. Paula Sampson accept budget as amended.
M/ Paul Mather School ofMinistry directors Fr. David ald Mtr. Dawn $3000 line item
for expenditures approved by Deanery Executive.

Fr. Ron hopes that the School will establish a libfary, Others said that Mt.
Wakefield's library is available and the Diocese has given some boks which Mtr. Dawn
has.

Fr. Gordon thinks that the budget should be incrcased as well as a$essment. I,tS
faith line income increas€ to $2000, "matching gaDt" expense line increased to $2000.



o

Insed Paul lv{ather School opensc $3,000, $ tbat tbcre is a bqlance of$518. Budger
passed unaninously. Budget accormting is attached h€reto.

Nonirrthg Committec

St, Slmeor and St, Anna Soclety St Pctcr'r:

Cadi Barger
Rob€rta Modrel
Jan &ookms!
Dolores lllgweNen

€ai lie-
Yonth Cornmisglon
Youth: Erilfvaletrtine, Holy Trinity

Samantbs McNeitb, St Jobn's, altcmate
approved uanimously,
Aduft: Fr. Wilson Valentin€ elected unaniDously

Cotrvocrtiotr drt€: Apnlz2-z',Easter 4,2010

Strtrdltrg Committ€€
Fr. Bob Stevens
Barbara Learmonth

Resolved by Mtr, Dawn that Deanery convocation gives gratiMo to parish anrl people of
Sitkr-

Jertcho Rord Dcarl Gordon and Ted Laufenberg dcscribed homeless s€rvices ir Sitka
ald hope othsr parishes might collabomte.

RespectftUy subnin€4

Judy Jobnstone
Substihtrc Rrcorder
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Convocation ofthe Deanery ofSoutheast Alaska

Minutes ofBusiness Session April 24, 2009

Diocesan ReDort

Suzanne Klull ofthe diocesan finrnce ollice prescnted a report including:

Publications: A new edition ofEprpfiany is due soon. Good y'{ews has been published
monthly and issued by email, saving postage cost, and allowing irdividual parishes to
prid at thek own cost, ifdesired.
Traioiog Fr. David Salrnon school ofministry will conduct a training session in lay
ministry, in each deanery. A topical survey was dislributed to the parlicipants in the
meeting (atlached).
Budget Suzame presented the budget rcport, atlached. $350k ofthe total $850k
dioscesan budget (more than a third) comes from a block grant from Episcopal Center.

We will lose this grant if we do not comply with requirements, incuding those for
congregational support ofthe diocese, and especially the requirements for reporting. See
report "Congregatiooal Pledges for the Diocese" and note that two southeast parislles
have not returned their annual reports, to date. Requirement for reporting to Diocese by
March l; Diocesan editing must be complete and report slbmitted by May l.
Bishop Rustin Kimsey, Assisling Bishop for Alaska, added informalion.

The block grant grew from Coalition 14, formed in 1971, when fourteen
missionary districts ofthe Episcopal Church banded togclher to administer a block grant
tom the national church. Prior lo that, it had been a process described as "hat in hand.
make a trip 10 New York". Each year, a fnancc commiltee scrutinized the budgets ofthe
participants, then plans and dreams were discussed duing an intense five-day meeting, at
the end ofwhich the block grant was apportioned among the foudeen participants. One
ofthe standards for coalition was that twenty .five percent ofeach congregation's budget
would support the diocese, to reduce dependence on the grant.

Arizona, Rio Grande, Hawaii and Nofthem Michigan left the coalition afler
eliminating their need for block grant support.

Alaska, Navaholand, North and South Dakota left the coalition to form Episcopal
Commission on lndian Ministries in the late 1980's.

Other dioceses continued in the coalition. Easlern Oregon was one ofthesc, and
parishes there continue to contribute 25olo to the diocese.

Bishop Kimsey said: "We gave grants to the parishes that couldo't give twenty-
five percenl. Then we heiped them to build better stewardship, trying to realign the
incentives to produce bctter results."
Annual Gifts Campaign is a fund established for support ofnon-stipendiary clergy in
their advanced age. [t received less than $40k capitalization in 2008 and an additional
$6k this year. (See atlached 'The Rt. Rev. Mark McDonald Major Gifts Campaign")
Frith Into Tomorrow gra proposals must be postmarked by June I and will be
awarded at "convention time". This year $4,840 will be available for victims ofpoverty
and $3,272 will be available for Encouraging Spirjrual GroMh and Outreach.
Episcopal Acrdemy for Gospel Leadership atrd Evangelfum Shirley Lee reported that
this program is looking for sixteel to eighteen young people, four ftom each deanery plus



two from Navalpland. Application ard notification proces$ is still under development.
The program will ttain for Jay licensing ofpeople eighteen to twenty- six years old, to
mission in Alaskan communities. The curriculum under development is reviewed on the
website sDd includes: Church History, Old and New Testamenr, living rhe Baptismal
Covenant, Chuch and Parish Administratiorl Liturgy, Anti-racism and Safe Church.
The course will be web based, clergy instructors are sought and ac.reditation with UAS
Fairbanks is being discussed.
Youth Commissiotr met in February in Fairbanks, a strategic planning meeting
facilitated by Tim Pealson.

Parish Reports
In addition to the wdtten reports submitted by parishes as part ofthe colvocation

packet which are attached hereto, an oral report was received ftom Lana Palmer ofSt,
John's. The vestry has been working with two local developen (Reeve and Miller) and
the historical committee on pians to redevelop Yates and Totem Building. This has been
set aside until there is economic improvement.

Fr. Ron has been working with a cornndttee on the homeless, to rcopen the Yates
Building for a six to nine month pilot progam to operate a da)4ime "drop-in" shelter.
Ketchikan has a night-time shelter but no place for homeless people to shelter during the
day.

A leak in the roofofthe churclq above the altar, led to a large roof replacement
project.

A grant flom the borough will allocate visitor head tax funds for a sprinkler
system.

Outreach ministries include: Sunday services at the Pioneers'Home, The Lord's
Table, Surday dinner provided two weeks a month and other chuches altemate Sundays.
Love, Inc. (Love In the Name ofChrist) is active providing for needy families through
the "aloset" program. Salvatiod Army soup kitchen receives support. A gift shop has a
docents program for outeach for visitors. A missionary orphanage in Mozambique,
staffed by a member's daughter, is supported. Easter Sunrise service held together wilh
Lutheran and Methodist churches.

Respectfu lly submitted,

Rev. Gordon Blue


